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Five-fold increase in number of refugee and
migrant children traveling alone since 2010 –
UNICEF
Ahead of G7, UNICEF urges world leaders to adopt six-point action
agenda to keep refugee and migrant children safe
“He said to me if I didn’t sleep with him he would not bring me to Europe. He
raped me.” – Mary, 17-years-old from Nigeria
NEW YORK, 17 May 2017 – The global number of refugee and migrant
children moving alone has reached a record high, increasing nearly five-fold
since 2010, UNICEF said today in a new report. At least 300,000
unaccompanied and separated children were recorded in some 80 countries
in the combined years of 2015 and 2016, up from 66,000 in 2010 and 2011.
‘A Child is a Child: Protecting children on the move from violence, abuse and
exploitation’ presents a global snapshot of refugee and migrant children, the
motivations behind their journeys and the risks they face along the way. The
report shows that an increasing number of these children are taking highly
dangerous routes, often at the mercy of smugglers and traffickers, to reach
their destinations, clearly justifying the need for a global protection system to
keep them safe from exploitation, abuse and death.
“One child moving alone is one too many, and yet today, there are a
staggering number of children doing just that – we as adults are failing to
protect them,” said UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Justin Forsyth.
“Ruthless smugglers and traffickers are exploiting their vulnerability for
personal gain, helping children to cross borders, only to sell them into slavery
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and forced prostitution. It is unconscionable that we are not adequately
defending children from these predators.”
The report includes the story of Mary, a 17-year-old unaccompanied minor
from Nigeria, who experienced the trauma of being trafficked firsthand during
her horrific journey through Libya to Italy. When describing the smuggler
turned trafficker who offered to help her, she said, “Everything (he) said, that
we would be treated well, and that we would be safe, it was all wrong. It was
a lie.” Mary was trapped in Libya for more than three months where she was
abused. “He said to me if I didn’t sleep with him he would not bring me to
Europe. He raped me.”
Additional key findings from the report include:
• 200,000 unaccompanied children applied for asylum across around 80
countries in 2015-2016.
• 100,000 unaccompanied children were apprehended at the U.S.-Mexico
border in 2015-2016.
• 170,000 unaccompanied children applied for asylum in Europe in 20152016.
• Unaccompanied and separated children accounted for 92 per cent of all
children arriving to Italy by sea in 2016 and the first months of 2017.
• Children account for approximately 28 per cent of trafficking victims
globally.
• Sub-Saharan Africa and Central America and the Caribbean have the
highest share of children among detected trafficking victims at 64 and 62
per cent respectively.
• As much as 20 per cent of smugglers have links to human trafficking
networks.
Ahead of the G7 Summit in Italy, UNICEF is calling on governments to adopt
its six-point agenda for action to protect refugee and migrant children and
ensure their wellbeing.
“These children need a real commitment from governments around the world
to ensure their safety throughout their journeys,” said Forsyth. “Leaders
gathering next week at the G7 should lead this effort by being the first to
commit to our six-point agenda for action.”
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The UNICEF agenda for action includes:
1. Protect child refugees and migrants, particularly unaccompanied children,
from exploitation and violence;
2. End the detention of children seeking refugee status or migrating, by
introducing a range of practical alternatives;
3. Keep families together as the best way to protect children and give
children legal status;
4. Keep all refugee and migrant children learning and give them access to
health and other quality services;
5. Press for action on the underlying causes of large scale movements of
refugees and migrants;
6. Promote measures to combat xenophobia, discrimination and
marginalization in countries of transit and destination.
7. UNICEF is also urging the public to stand in solidarity with children
uprooted by war, violence and poverty, by supporting the six-point agenda
for action.
###
Note to editors: download the full report, photos, video and b-roll here:
http://uni.cf/2qa2cKc
About UNICEF
UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we
do. Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to
translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on
reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all
children, everywhere.
For more information about UNICEF and its work for children, visit
www.unicef.org.
Follow UNICEF on Twitter and Facebook
For more information, please contact:
Christopher Tidey, UNICEF New York, +1 917 340 3017, ctidey@unicef.org
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WHO
Press Release

World Health Organization join hands with World
Organization of Family Doctors (Wonca) to
commemorate World Family Doctor Day
WHO is committed to provide continuing technical support to its Member
States, including Pakistan, in adopting a strategic approach, standards and
elements for the implementation of family practices: Dr Mohammad Assai
Islamabad, 18 May 2017: World Health Organization (WHO) has announced
that it is joining hands with the World Organization of Family Doctors,
(WONCA), to celebrate the World Family Doctor Day to be celebrated on May
19, 2017.
The WHO Regional Office, that also covers Pakistan, has positioned family
practice as a strategic priority for strengthening health systems during the
period from 2017 to 2021. WHO is pursuing four streams of work to promote
and strengthen family practice based health services in the Region: raising
awareness among policy makers; strengthening knowledge of family
medicine among general practitioners; building the capacity of ministries of
health to implement family practice; and providing technical support for the
establishment of family practice programmes.
In his statement, Dr. Mohammad Assai, representative of WHO for Pakistan
said “WHO is committed to provide continuing technical support to its
Member States, including Pakistan, in adopting a strategic approach,
standards, and elements for implementation of family practices”
Based on the available information in 2016, the total number of certified
family physicians in the Region is 3225. Calculating against the international
standard requirement of at least three family physicians per 10 000
population, the regional figure is very low. Countries of the Region are in
need of 185 497 family physicians in order to cover 100% of the population –
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a huge gap to overcome. At the same time, some medical schools do not
even have family medicine departments.
“To overcome the shortage of family physicians in the Region, WHO in
collaboration with academic institutes in the Region is conducting online
training for building capacities of general practitioners in family medicine.” Dr.
Assai further added.
World Family Doctor Day, held every year on May 19, is a day to highlight the
role and contributions of family doctors in health care systems around the
world. The comprehensiveness of family medicine makes it the ideal specialty
for a career that includes global health.
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