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United Nations
Press Release
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC), and the United Nations to establish ‘United
Nations Corners’ in Government Universities across
Pakistan.
The SDC announced today financial assistance to establish the ‘United
Nations Corners’ in all Government universities across Pakistan. Through the
‘UN Corners’, the students will have direct access to the useful information on
the work of United Nations in Pakistan and at global level. As an innovative
bookshelf, the UN Corner will serve as repository of newsletters, journals,
reports, and publications released by the UN Secretariat and the agencies,
funds and programmes of the UN System on national, regional and global
issues.
The first UN Corner was officially unveiled today at the COMSATS Institute of
Information Technology in Islamabad by Mr. Asim Iftikar Ahmad, Director
General UN at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in presence of representatives
from the SDC, COMSATS and the United Nations.
Mr. Roger Kull, Deputy Head of Mission of the Swiss Embassy, talking to the
audience said: “The United Nations Corner provides a treasure of knowledge
to support students in their research work and to empower young Pakistani
people for their future careers. We are proud of contributing to advancing
higher education in Pakistan.”
The UN Corner is a special bookshelf designed by students from the Faculty
of Architecture of COMSATS University through a competitive process.
Dr Junaid Zaidi, Rector of COMSATS University said, “We commend the
work being done by the UN in Pakistan, especially for Sustainable
Development Goal on Education.” He added: “It’s the dream of all parents,
P.O.BOX 1107, Fax: 227.1856, E-mail: unic.islamabad@unic.org, Web: www.unic.org.pk

rich or poor, to give the best education to their child because education
means opportunities, possibilities and a brighter future. But not everyone is
able to do so and this must change now.”
The UN has long recognized the role of youth in uplifting social, economic
and technological sectors and has taken various initiatives to increase youth’s
accessibility to the United Nations, promote stronger youth participation and
increase international awareness and attention to youth issues.
“The United Nations Corner will provide Pakistani youth with an opportunity to
learn about the UN System and its contribution to the development of
Pakistan and the world. It will also foster cooperation between Pakistani
universities and the UN System. Our gratitude goes to the SDC for their trust
in young Pakistani people and in the role of the United Nations. I’d also like to
thank the faculty and the students of COMSATS University for their
remarkable contribution to the development of Pakistan” said Vittorio
Cammarota, Director of the UN Information Centre.
For information contact:
Noman Burki, Phone: 0303-5000041
Email: consultant3.unicislamabad@unic.org

***

UN-Habitat
Press Release
Schools & Communities in Sindh Raise Voice for Proper
Sanitation
Students and community residents of Sindh localities gathered to raise awa reness
about handwashing in their districts

Hyderabad & Karachi, 14 - 20 October, 2016: On the occasion of the
Global Handwashing Day 2016, celebrated on 15 October worldwide,
students and community residents of Gaddap Town, Karachi, and Peon
Colony and Sehrish Nagar, Hyderabad, gathered to demonstrate the
importance of handwashing through advocacy walks, interactive plays, and
debates. USAID, UNICEF, and UN-Habitat supported the efforts of the
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advocators as part of their water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) initiative in
Sindh province to promote this year’s theme – ‘make handwashing a habit’.
Gaddap Town in Karachi and Peon Colony and Sehrish Nagar in Hyderabad
in Sindh which are marked as polio endemic areas and therefore require
immediate attention in regards to sanitation. In the midst of an unclean
environment, it is critical to ensure that the residents maintain proper
personal hygiene, especially washing hands with soap, to control diseases
from spreading. Therefore, UNICEF and UN-Habitat gathered around 700
school students over a period of one week to advocate for handwashing
through advocacy walks around the community, demonstration of proper
handwashing, and interactive plays and dramas, and debates that highlight
the consequences of not washing hands and the benefits from regularly
washing hands with soap.
Ms. Bella Evidente, UN-Habitat Country Programme Manager, stated that
“With the Sindh Government’s support and UNICEF’s funding, UN-Habitat
worked in Gaddap Town, which is a hazardous area due to polio endemic,
and Hyderabad to provide broader assistance to the Government of Pakistan
by implementing an innovative approach through provision of improved
access to water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services. Before UNHabitat these communities were not using hygienic techniques, children
barely washed their hands and were completely oblivious to the concept of
hand washing with soap. Raising awareness regarding proper sanitation on
Global Handwashing Day is a part of UN-Habitat’s continuous efforts to
change lives and effectively accomplish SDG 11 in Pakistan through
programmes and campaigns aimed at making cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable.”
Global handwashing day is an international advocacy day dedicated to
increasing awareness and understanding about the importance of
handwashing with soap as an effective and affordable way to prevent
diseases and save lives. It is an opportunity to design, test, and replicate
creative ways to encourage people to wash their hands with soap at critical
times. This year’s theme claims that in order for handwashing to be effective,
it must be practiced consistently at key times, such as after using the toilet or
before contact with food. While habits must be developed over time, this
theme emphasizes the importance of handwashing as a ritual behavior for
long-term sustainability.

For more information please contact:
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Zara
Jamil
–
Communications
focal
point,
UN-Habitat
on
zara.jamil@unhabitat.org.pk Faheem Ahmed – Chief Executive Officer,
Syntax Communications on faheem.ahmed@syntaxcommunications.com
sAbout UN Habitat:
The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) is mandated by the UN General Assembly
to promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns and cities with the goal of providing adequate
shelter for all. It is the focal point for all urbanization and human settlement matters within the UN system.
UN-Habitat renewed its presence in Pakistan in late 2005 following the devastating earthquake in the north
of the country and has since then been supporting the Government at all levels through its humanitarian and
development work. At present, UN-Habitat is Chair of the WASH Working Group of Strategic Priority Area on
Vulnerable and Marginalized populations have equitable access and use of quality services under the One
UN Programme 2013-2017 and is actively represented in the Shelter, WASH and Community Restoration
clusters in KP & FATA.
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