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More than FOUR Million Children Per Year in 
Pakistan to Benefit From NEW INJECTABLE Polio 
Vaccine 
 
Polio-endemic country takes another step towards a polio-free future as it 
introduces IPV into its routine immunisation programme, as part of largest 
globally coordinated vaccine introduction in history 
 
ISLAMABAD, 20 August 2015 – More than four million children per year will 
benefit from the introduction of the inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) in Pakistan. 
The vaccine will be introduced into the country’s routine immunisation 
schedule and given to children alongside other life-saving vaccines. This is a 
landmark step to accelerate polio eradication and secure a lasting polio-free 
world.  
 
Pakistan is one of three countries in the world where polio remains endemic. 
Nigeria, which recently marked one year without a case of wild polio, 
introduced the vaccine earlier this year and Afghanistan is due to begin using 
IPV in the coming weeks. 
 
IPV will be administered alongside the oral polio vaccine (OPV), large-scale 
use of which has reduced the incidence of polio by more than 99% 
worldwide. New evidence now clearly demonstrates that adding one dose of 
IPV to OPV is the most effective method to stop the virus and protect children 
from lifelong polio paralysis.  
 
Today’s introduction of IPV into the routine immunisation schedule in 
Pakistan is part of a worldwide roll-out of the vaccine across 126 countries by 
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the end of 2015 – the largest and fastest globally coordinated vaccine 
introduction project in history. It is funded as part of the budget of the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), and support is channelled through Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance, WHO and UNICEF. 
 
The universal introduction of IPV is part of the Polio Eradication and 
Endgame Strategic Plan 2013-2018. It contributes to the eradication of polio 
and secures the gains made against the disease through stronger 
immunisation systems, so that all children in all countries have access to 
vaccines. The plan also calls for the eventual removal of oral polio 
vaccination following the eradication of the remaining strains of poliovirus 
transmission, due to the very low risk of potential vaccine-associated cases. 
 
“Introduction of IPV is a major landmark as it would strengthen our efforts to 
fight polio and eventually eradicate it from our country and the world, We are 
confident that this introduction will give a boost to Routine Immunization in 
the country,” said Mrs Saira Afzal Tarar, Minister of State, Ministry of National 
Health Services Regulation and Coordination.  
 
“The introduction of IPV is a vital step on the journey to securing a polio-free 
world for all future generations to come,” said Aziz Memon, Rotary 
International, speaking on behalf of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. 
“Adding at least one dose of IPV to the routine immunisation schedule is the 
best possible way to protect your children from life-long polio paralysis, while 
the disease is being eradicated from the remaining endemic hotspots.”  
 
“If we want to stop children from being disabled by this scourge and eliminate 
polio, we need to reach each and every one of them with a strong routine 
programme and robust health systems,” said Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance. “Gavi fully supports Pakistan in its work towards a polio-
free future as the first half of 2015 marks the lowest number of polio cases 
ever.” 
 
Pakistan has made significant progress in the fight against polio with a 75% 
reduction in the number of cases compared to the same period last year 
(from 115 cases to 29 cases). This decline shows that, despite major 
challenges and remaining hurdles in some provinces, Pakistan is getting 
closer to polio eradication. However, the country still accounts for more than 
80% of cases worldwide so far this year, and many children in high-risk areas 
of the country remain un- or under-immunised. 
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To address this situation the Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif, endorsed the 
National Emergency Action Plan to stop polio transmission as surveillance 
indicates widespread circulation of polioviruses, not just in known infected 
areas but also in areas without cases. This plan clearly identifies areas with 
disproportionate numbers of under-immunised children, and puts in place 
area-specific plans to overcome challenges and reach these children – who 
are the most vulnerable to polio – with polio and other life-saving vaccines. 
Emergency operations centres at national and provincial levels ensure real-
time monitoring of activities, implementation of immediate corrective actions 
and direct oversight by government at all levels and increased accountability.  
 
IPV will be given at 14 weeks of age alongside the third dose of OPV, 
pentavalent vaccine - which protects against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, 
hepatitis B and Hib - and pneumococcal vaccine. Gavi is supporting the use 
of pentavalent and pneumococcal vaccines in Pakistan. 
 

*** 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 

 Clio Van Cauter, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, email: ccauter@gavi.org.. 
Mob. +41 79 514 68 39 

 
 
Notes to editors 
 
About the Global Polio Eradication Initiative:  
 
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) works towards a world in which 
no child is ever again paralyzed by polio. The GPEI is led by national 
governments and spearheaded by the World Health Organization (WHO), 
Rotary International, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and UNICEF, with the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Since its launch at the World Health Assembly in 1988, the GPEI has 
reduced the global incidence of polio by more than 99%. 
 
The GPEI receives financial support from governments of countries affected 
by polio; private sector foundations, donor governments, multilateral 
organizations, private individuals, humanitarian and nongovernmental 
organizations and corporate partners-. A full list of all contributors is available 
on the GPEI website. 
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About Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance: 
 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance is a public-private partnership committed to saving 
children’s lives and protecting people’s health by increasing access to 
immunisation in poor countries. The Vaccine Alliance brings together 
developing country and donor governments, the World Health Organization, 
UNICEF, the World Bank, the vaccine industry, technical agencies, civil 
society, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and other private sector 
partners. Gavi uses innovative finance mechanisms, including co-financing by 
recipient countries, to secure sustainable funding and adequate supply of 
quality vaccines. Since 2000, Gavi has contributed to the immunisation of an 
additional 500 million children and the prevention of approximately 7 million 
future deaths. Learn more at www.gavi.org and connect with us on Facebook 
and Twitter. 
 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance is funded by governments (Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, the 
People’s Republic of China, Republic of Korea, Russia, South Africa, Spain, 
the State of Qatar, the Sultanate of Oman, Sweden, United Kingdom, and 
United States), the European Commission, Alwaleed Philanthropies, the 
OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID), the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Majid 
Al Futtaim, as well as private and corporate partners (Absolute Return for 
Kids, Anglo American plc., the A&A Foundation, The Children’s Investment 
Fund Foundation, Comic Relief, the ELMA Vaccines and Immunization 
Foundation, The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Wholesalers 
(IFPW), the Gulf Youth Alliance, JP Morgan, “la Caixa” Foundation, LDS 
Charities, Lions Clubs International Foundation, UPS and Vodafone. 
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