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Taking Stock: Disaster Preparedness as we
remember the devastation of the 2005 Earthquake
8th October 2016: Pakistan has shown immense resilience in the face of
devastating natural disasters and crippling emergencies, time and time again.
Today, we are eleven years from the horrible earthquake in 2005 that took
thousands of lives; it turned several towns and villages in Northern Pakistan
into graveyards with thousands buried under rubble – very many of them
children. The Government of Pakistan has declared that tragic day, 8th
October, as the National Disaster Awareness Day to sensitize communities to
learn from disasters and play their role as socially responsible citizens.
Dealing with a calamity of such magnitude would overwhelm any country.
But it was made more difficult because of the lack of strategic Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) planning and management. Public buildings, notably
schools and hospitals were not built to reduce the risks from an earthquake.
Roads were not engineered to withstand an earthquake and capacities and
procedures were not in place for rapid response. Houses, especially those of
the poor, were especially vulnerable to their roofs collapsing.
Pakistan has learned lessons from that experience and is applying those to
reduce the considerable risks it faces from earthquakes, floods, droughts,
landslides, climate change and man-made crises. The effects of disasters on
people, society and the economy can accentuate poverty and social
exclusion, especially if preparedness planning does not take this into
account. The UN is committed to helping Pakistan weather these storms –
offering immediate relief, strengthening preparedness and enhancing
capacities to rebound from disasters. By helping Governments to identify
dangers and how to overcome them, the UN is working to help Pakistan be
better prepared to withstand disasters.
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By building the capacity of a host of actors – communities, state officials and
implementing partners – through training on Disaster Risk Reduction, we
equip them to better handle catastrophes. Provincial governments
demonstrated their capacity to respond to ad hoc emergencies in their
coordinated response to earthquakes in northern Pakistan in late 2015 and
the year before in Baluchistan.
Through effective risk assessment and hazard mapping- which is now firmly
in place in KP- a Provincial Government is implementing cohesive disaster
risk management policies, coordination and oversight mechanisms. This
allows us to do our part in ensuring that if calamity strikes, we would be able
to overcome it.
Just last year, 45,900 households were assisted by DRR initiatives in areas
beset by drought and floods in Sindh and KP, including via conditional cash
transfers of US$ 6.59 million. Preparedness centered on water management
in Sindh’s drought-ridden district of Tharparkar: 240 household water storage
tanks and 6 community water harvesting structures were built – capable of
storing 1.2 million litres of water, enough to meet the needs of 20-25
households for 4 months – complemented by training on livestock
management, nutrition and hygiene.
With UN support, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
developed a National “Multi Hazard Vulnerability Risk Assessment Policy”
and a “National Disaster Management Implementation Road Map” for MultiHazard Vulnerability Risk Assessments, Community-Based Disaster
Management and Capacity Building (2016-2030), with guidelines for
vulnerable districts. Advocacy is driving its implementation across Pakistan.
Multi hazard, cross-sectoral Emergency Preparedness and Response Plans
have been created for FATA and all four provinces, evoking a host of
contingency agreements. Contingency supplies are in place for 100,000
people.
The Pakistan UN team has worked with NDMA to support households in
flood- and earthquake-affected areas to rebuild safer, disaster-resistant
shelters through conditional cash-based interventions, coupled with technical
and monitoring attentiveness. To help communities “build back better”, a
Construction Guide has been designed to optimise recovery shelter
programmes. This Guide places environmental management at its core,
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outlining innovative techniques like dynamic thermal modelling, energy
efficiency, air quality and daylight analysis.
Similarly, the Emergency Services (PLaCES) model offers child protection,
education, recreation and community engagement in emergencies,
addressing the needs of girls, boys, women, men, the elderly and persons
with disabilities. To build community capacity, 14,000 multilingual Disaster
Risk Reduction Resource Kits raised awareness, including storybooks and
animated Videos for 2.8 million children, last year.
The UN has a responsibility to safeguard communities from environmental
hazards by building long-term resilience through integrated recovery
programming, in collaboration with the government. We strive to always do
our best to reduce risk in a place that is one of the ten countries in the world
most affected by climate change and natural disasters.
If the lessons
Pakistan has learned from the 8 October 2005 can be applied to all of the
country, progress towards the SDGs will be met. If not, coming disasters
may derail development.
***

UNICEF
Press Release
Girls spend 160 million more hours than boys
doing household chores everyday – UNICEF
NEW YORK, 7 October, 2016 – Girls between 5 and 14 years old spend 40
per cent more time, or 160 million more hours a day, on unpaid household
chores and collecting water and firewood compared to boys their age,
according to a report released by UNICEF ahead of International Day of the
Girl on 11 October.
Harnessing the Power of Data for Girls: Taking stock and looking ahead to
2030 includes the first global estimates on the time girls spend doing
household chores such as cooking, cleaning, caring for family members and
collecting water and firewood.
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The data show that the disproportionate burden of domestic work begins
early, with girls between 5 and 9 years old spending 30 per cent more time,
or 40 million more hours a day, on household chores than boys their age. The
numbers rise as girls get older, with 10 to 14 year olds spending 50 per cent
more time, or 120 million more hours each day.
“The overburden of unpaid household work begins in early childhood and
intensifies as girls reach adolescence,” said UNICEF’s Principal Gender
Advisor Anju Malhotra. “As a result, girls sacrifice important opportunities to
learn, grow, and just enjoy their childhood. This unequal distribution of labour
among children also perpetuates gender stereotypes and the double-burden
on
women
and
girls
across
generations.”
The report notes that girls’ work is less visible and often undervalued. Too
often adult responsibilities such as caring for family members, including other
children, are imposed on girls. Time spent on chores limits a girl’s time to
play, socialize with friends, study and be a child. In some countries, collecting
firewood and water puts girls at risk of sexual violence.
The

report

also

found

that:

 Girls between 10 and 14 years old in South Asia and the Middle East
and North Africa spend nearly double the amount of time on household
chores compared to boys.
 The countries where girls between 10 and 14 years old bear the most
disproportionate burden of household chores compared to boys are;
Burkina Faso, Yemen and Somalia.
 10 to 14 year-old girls in Somalia spend the most amount of time on
household chores in total: 26 hours every week.
“Quantifying the challenges girls face is the first critical step towards meeting
the Sustainable Development Goal on gender equality and breaking-down
barriers that confront the world’s 1.1 billion girls,” said UNICEF Chief of Data
and Analytics Attila Hancioglu.
Harnessing the Power of Data for Girls: Taking stock and looking ahead to
2030 notes that data for two thirds of the 44 girl-related indicators in the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – the global roadmap to end
poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all – are either limited or
poor. In addition to household chores, the report presents data on girl-related
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issues addressed by the SDGs including violence, child marriage, female
genital mutilation and education. Achieving the SDGs that address these
issues and empowering girls with the knowledge, skills and resources they
need to reach their full potential, is not only good for girls, but can drive
economic growth, promote peace and reduce poverty
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About UNICEF
UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. Together with
our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment into
practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children,
to the benefit of all children, everywhere.
For more information about UNICEF and its work for children visit www.unicef.org
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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