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UNICEF and David Beckham launch ‘7’ – a new
fund for children in danger across globe
Global icon marks 10 years as a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador with new
drive to put children first
LONDON, 9 February 2015 – David Beckham and UNICEF are today
launching a groundbreaking initiative, 7: The David Beckham UNICEF
Fund, to protect millions of children around the world from danger.
Marking Beckham’s 10th year as a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, ‘7’ is
David’s personal commitment over the next decade to helping the world’s
most vulnerable children. Through ‘7’, David will use his powerful global
voice, influence and connections to raise vital funds and encourage world
leaders to create lasting positive change for children.
David Beckham, UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, said: “I’ve been a
Goodwill Ambassador for 10 years now and I feel so honoured to be part
of UNICEF’s amazing work for children.”
“Today, the need to help children has never been greater and since retiring
I have more time and I want to do so much more. That’s why I am setting
up this new fund with UNICEF. 7 represent my ongoing commitment to
helping children who need it most around the world. This is me stepping
up my support - because I can, because I want to, because the outcome
will help change the lives of millions of children. Everything I have done,
my football career, my family, has led to this point – this is the moment for
me to do what I can to help children in every corner of the world. This is
something I want my own children to be proud of.”
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“Over the coming years I am going to work with UNICEF to raise millions
and speak out for children all over the world. I am planning numerous
fundraising initiatives and I also hope to travel much more - meeting
children, UNICEF staff and world leaders to help raise awareness and
increase the pace of change. There are some very exciting plans ahead
and I am so proud to be part of this.”
The launch of ‘7’, named in honour of Beckham’s lucky number on his
famous England and Manchester United F.C. shirts, comes after one of the
most devastating years for children on record.
More than 15 million children were exposed to extreme violence in major
conflicts in 2014, while millions more were hit by natural disasters and
thousands were left orphaned and out of school as a result of the
devastating Ebola epidemic. Beyond emergencies, children were also at
serious risk – with 168 million children across the globe engaged in child
labour and many others victims of sexual violence, trafficking and female
genital mutilation.
‘7’ aims to harness the hope and potential of 2015 - a year in which
international leaders will agree new global goals that will change children’s
lives for years to come. Through 7, David Beckham will raise vital funds
and advocate for change to ensure that UNICEF and its partners
can deliver results for children - whether in education, water and
sanitation, health care or social protection - and reach the children who
need it most.
UNICEF has identified key places, across seven regions of the world,
where urgent funding is required to help save and change children’s lives
in the next three years. Some are programmes in towns and villages,
some are nationwide programmes across a whole country and some
across a whole region. All are places where children are living in danger
right now - from violence, abuse or disease – places where, to date, the
lack of funding has meant children remain vulnerable.
By funding these programmes over the next three years, ‘7’ could help
UNICEF to:
 Provide child protection services and counselling support to
children in El Salvador, the country with the highest homicide
rate among children in the world.
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 Provide water pumps and train communities to maintain them in
Burkina Faso, where currently 1 in 5 child deaths are caused
by diarrhea.
 Support breastfeeding mothers to give children the best start in
life in
Papua New Guinea, where child malnutrition has caused stunted growth in
nearly half of all children under the age of five.
Today when launching ‘7’, Beckham also asked the public and his fans to
join him in taking action for children. He asked the public to back his call to
world leaders to put children first and help end violence, preventable death
and poverty for every child as they negotiate a fresh roadmap for global
development – by adding their name to his international campaign.
“David Beckham has dedicated his 10 years as a UNICEF Goodwill
Ambassador to speaking up for those who need it most – the world’s most
vulnerable children,” said Paloma Escudero, from UNICEF’s Global
Management Team.
“David has raised awareness of major dangers facing children – including
malnutrition, Ebola and AIDS - and has travelled with UNICEF to Sierra
Leone, South Africa, Thailand and most recently the Philippines, where he
helped raise vital funds for children affected by Typhoon Haiyan.
Through 7: The David Beckham UNICEF Fund, we can act together to
drive positive change for children.”
Beckham’s long-term business partner and friend, Simon Fuller added,
“David is so passionate about his work with UNICEF and the welfare and
health of the world’s most vulnerable children. He has a unique connection
to children, it is something quite extraordinary that I have witnessed for
many years. Now that David is moving into the next phase of his
professional life as a successful entrepreneur, he wants to be even more
focused on making a difference. Since retiring from professional sports he
has more time available to devote to his charitable work. He is serious
about making a difference and I am very proud to see him with this much
focus and positive intent for such an incredibly worthwhile cause.”
In 2015 the world will agree new global goals that could change children’s
lives for years to come. Join David Beckham and UNICEF in calling on
global leaders to #putchildrenfirst. Together, we can help end violence,
preventable death and poverty for every child. Add your voice now at 7.org
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#Beckham7
#putchildrenfirst
Photos and videos are available for download
here: http://uni.cf/1zga7yw
Notes to Editors:
Over the past 10 years, David Beckham has played a crucial role in
UNICEF’s work to save and improve the lives of children. Key Highlights
include:
 In 2005, David Beckham helped launch an appeal and pack emergency
supplies for children affected by the Tsunami at UNICEF’s supply division
in Copenhagen.
 In 2008 David visited Sierra Leone to launch UNICEF’s State of the
World’s Children report to focus global attention on children dying before
their fifth birthday.
 In 2009 David visited South Africa to see UNICEF’s work with children
and families living with HIV and AIDS
 In 2011 David helped launch UNICEF UK’s appeal for the East African
food crisis
 In 2012 David delivered an open letter with over 50 high profile
signatories to UK Prime Minister David Cameron ahead of a global hunger
summit – helping to secure a commitment by world leaders to reduce child
malnutrition by 2016.
 David helped to launch UNICEF’s appeal for Typhoon Haiyan in 2013, in
which 1.7 million children were displaced and many lost their lives. David
also travelled to the Philippines to meet children and families affected by
the typhoon.
 In 2014 David recorded a video message supporting UNICEF’s fight to
beat Ebola, which was broadcast across Sierra Leone, one of the worstaffected countries, reaching over 2 million people.
About UNICEF UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in
everything we do. Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories
to translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching
the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all childre n, everywhere.
For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: www.unicef.org
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook
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For more information, please contact:
UK Media:
Jess Ord, UNICEF UK, Tel: 0207 375 6237, 07721 219 711, jesso@unicef.org.uk
International media:
Rose Foley, UNICEF New York (currently in London), Mobile: + 1 917 340
2582, rfoley@unicef.org
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ILO
PRESS RELEASE
ILO NEWS (Bangkok) – Ms Tomoko Nishimoto has taken up her post as
the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) Assistant Director-General
and Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific.
Ms Nishimoto has spent more than 28 years working in sustainable
development. She has held senior management positions at the UN
Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the UN children’s agency, UNICEF. She has worked in seven
different countries as well as at agency headquarters. Her most recent
assignment was at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, where she served as
Director of the Division for Regional Cooperation (2010-14).
“It’s my honour to serve the ILO and its constituents; governments,
workers’ and employers’ organizations” says Ms Nishimoto. “I’m looking
forward to working with our renowned teams in promoting decent work for
all women and men.”
Ms Nishimoto, who is from Japan, will oversee the ILO’s operations in the
34 ILO member States in Asia Pacific. She is the 12th Regional Director
since the ILO’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific was established in
Bangkok in 1966.

Media contact: Hiba Siddiqui, Programme Officer, ILO Office for Pakistan
siddiqui@ilo.org
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