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Albinism is a genetic condition that affects people throughout the world,
regardless of race, ethnicity or gender. Yet, tragically, people with albinism
continue to suffer widespread discrimination, stigma and social exclusion.
Very many, including children and women, are extremely vulnerable, isolated
and subject to abuse and violence.
The endorsement of a Regional Action Plan on Albinism in Africa by the
African Commission on Human and People’s Rights as well as by the Pan
African Parliament is a key step forward. But much more can be done
globally to raise awareness about the plight of people with albinism.
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development promises to leave no one
behind. International Albinism Awareness Day is an opportunity to declare
solidarity with people with albinism and strive together so those who are often
left furthest behind are able to live free from discrimination and fear, and
empowered to enjoy their full human rights.
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NEW YORK, 13 June 2018 – “As Hodeida faces the threat of an assault, I am
extremely concerned about the impact it will have on children in this port city
and beyond.
“UNICEF estimates that at least 300,000 children currently live in and around
Hodeidah city – boys and girls who have been suffering for so long already.
“Millions more children throughout Yemen depend on the humanitarian and
commercial goods that come through that port every day for their very
survival. Without food imports, one of the world’s worst malnutrition crises will
only worsen. Without fuel imports, critical for water pumping, people’s access
to drinking water will shrink further, leading to even more cases of acute
watery diarrhea and cholera, both of which can be deadly for small children.
“There are 11 million children in need of humanitarian aid in this war-torn
country. Choking off this lifeline will have devastating consequences for every
one of them.
“UNICEF teams delivered antibiotics, syringes, IV fluid, ready-to-use
therapeutic food and hygiene kits to our local partners in Hodeida just two
days ago. But this will only last so long. Should the security situation worsen,
our capacity to respond will be severely hampered.
“We urge all parties to the conflict and all those who have influence over them
to put the protection of children above all other considerations. Every effort
must be made to keep children safe and to provide them with the health,
protection, water, sanitation, nutrition and education services they
desperately need.
“Aid distribution should continue unimpeded and civilians wishing to move to
safe areas should be allowed to do so.
“I welcome current diplomatic efforts to avert a full attack on Hodeida. Peace
should be given a chance. The children of Yemen deserve nothing less.”
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Multimedia assets available here: https://weshare.unicef.org/Package/2AM40805FSQX
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