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New challenge calls on young innovators to design
solutions for improved menstrual hygiene practices
The Youth Challenge is part of #WeTheFuture, #GenerationUnlimited – a new regional and
global initiative to get every young person into school, learning, training or employment by
2030.ISLAMABAD, Pakistan –
11 October 2018: A new challenge is calling on young innovators across Pakistan to design
solutions that will help improve girls’ knowledge and practice of safe menstrual hygiene.
During an event held in Islamabad today, UNICEF and the School of Leadership invited all
Pakistani nationals between the ages of 14-24 to come forward with innovative ideas on tools,
models and services to enable girls and women to manage their menstruation.
Many adolescent girls in Pakistan miss school every month when on their period because they lack
both knowledge, and access to proper facilities or supplies, to manage their menstruation in a
hygienic way.
Applicants from all over the country have four weeks to come forward. Fifteen shortlisted
candidates will be invited to attend a three-day design workshop in Islamabad in November. They
will be coached and mentored to develop their solutions, using the Human-Centered Design
approach. At the end, the five most promising ideas will be selected, with each young innovator
receiving up to USD 1,000 and two months of coaching to help her/him implement their project.
The five projects will participate in a global competition in 2019, with the winner receiving USD
20,000 and tailored mentorship support to help scale up the project.
“Young people are some of the best inventors, creators and innovators we can find in the world,”
said Aida Girma, UNICEF Representative in Pakistan. “We hope that this challenge will encourage
Pakistani youth to come up with innovative ideas and help tackle some of the pressing challenges
which young people face today, starting with menstrual hygiene for girls.”

P.O.BOX 1107, Fax: 227.1856, E-mail: unic.islamabad@unic.org, Web: www.unic.org.pk

The Youth Challenge is taking place in 16 countries worldwide, including Pakistan. It is part of a
new global and regional partnership, #WeTheFuture / #GenerationUnlimited, launched during the
73rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly. The goal is to provide every young person
with quality education, training or employment by 2030.
Generation Unlimited brings together partners to co-create and support solutions that are proven
and have the potential to deliver results at scale, and to develop a platform on which young people
can share knowledge, engage and co-create.
For more information on the competition, please visit http://sol.edu.pk/genunlimitedyouthchallenge
###
For more information, please contact:
•
• Catherine Weibel, Chief, Advocacy and Communications, UNICEF Pakistan Country
Office Phone: (92) 51 209 7810, Mobile: (92) 300 500 2595, E-Mail: cweibel@unicef.org
•
• Adresh Laghari, Communication Officer, UNICEF Pakistan Country Office Phone: (92) 51
209 7812, Mobile: (92) 300 855 4392, E-Mail: alaghari@unicef.org
•
• Campaign E-mail: genunlimitedyouthchallenge@sol.edu.pk
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