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GENEVA (ILO News) – The International Labour Organization (ILO)
estimates that 164 million people are migrant workers – a rise of 9 per cent
since 2013, when they numbered 150 million.
According to the 2nd edition of the ILO’s Global Estimates on International
Migrant Workers , which covers the period between 2013 and 2017, the
majority of migrant workers – 96 million – are men, while 68 million are
women. This represents an increase in the share of men among migrant
workers, from 56 per cent to 58 per cent, and a decrease by two percentage
points in women’s share, from 44 per cent to 42 per cent.
“While growing numbers of women have been migrating autonomously in
search of employment in the past two decades, the discrimination they often
face because of their gender and nationality reduces their employment
opportunities in destination countries compared to their male peers,” said
Manuela Tomei, Director of the ILO Conditions of Work and Equality
Department.
Nearly 87 per cent of migrant workers are of prime working age, between 25
and 64 years old. This suggests that some countries of origin are losing the
most productive segment of their workforce. This, the report says, could have
a negative impact on their economic growth.
Regional trends
The report provides a comprehensive picture of the subregions and income
groups in which migrants are working.
Of the 164 million migrant workers worldwide, approximately 111.2 million
(67.9 per cent) live in high-income countries, 30.5 million (18.6 per cent) in
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income countries and 5.6 million (3.4 per cent) in low-income countries.
Migrant workers constitute 18.5 per cent of the workforce of high-income
countries, but only 1.4 to 2.2 per cent in lower-income countries. From 2013
to 2017, the concentration of migrant workers in high-income countries fell
from 74.7 to 67.9 per cent, while their share in upper middle-income
countries increased. This could be attributed to the economic development of
the latter.
Nearly 61 per cent of migrant workers are found in three subregions; 23.0 per
cent in North America, 23.9 per cent in Northern, Southern and Western
Europe and 13.9 per cent in the Arab countries. Other regions that host large
numbers of migrant workers – above 5 per cent – include Eastern Europe,
Sub-Saharan Africa, South-Eastern Asia and the Pacific, and Central and
Western Asia. In contrast, Northern Africa hosts less than 1 per cent of
migrant workers.
Need for comprehensive data
The authors also highlight the importance of gathering more comprehensive
and harmonized statistical data on migration at national, regional and global
levels. The ILO is planning to produce global estimates on international
migrant workers regularly, to better inform decision-making and contribute to
the implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration.
“International labour migration is a rising policy priority and there is a need to
respond equitably to the interests of countries of origin and countries of
destination, as well as to the interests of migrant workers,” said Rafael Diez
de Medina, Chief Statistician and Director of the ILO Department of Statistics.
“To be effective, and aligned with international labour standards, policies
must be based on strong evidence, including the number of international
migrant workers involved, their characteristics and their employment
patterns. Precisely because of this urgent demand, the 20th International
Conference of Labour Statisticians recently endorsed specific guidelines on
how to better measure international labour migration worldwide. We are
confident that through that countries will produce better data and therefore
there will be increasingly accurate global estimations.”
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United Nations
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION DAY
7 December 2018

Working Together to Ensure No Country is Left
Behind
The purpose of International Civil Aviation Day is to help generate and
reinforce worldwide awareness of the importance of international civil aviation
to the social and economic development of States, and of the unique role of
ICAO in helping States to cooperate and realize a truly global rapid transit
network at the service of all mankind.
As the UN and world nations have now adopted Agenda 2030, and embarked
on a new era in global sustainable development, the importance of aviation
as an engine of global connectivity has never been more relevant to the
Chicago Convention's objectives to look to international flight as a
fundamental enabler of global peace and prosperity.
Every five years, coinciding with ICAO anniversaries
(2014/2019/2024/2029/etc.), the ICAO Council establishes a special
anniversary theme for International Civil Aviation Day. Between these
anniversary years, Council representatives select a single theme for the full
four-year intervening period.
For 2015-2018 inclusive the Council has selected the following
theme: Working Together to Ensure No Country is Left Behind.
The campaign highlights ICAO’s efforts to assist States in implementing
ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs). The main goal of
this work is to help ensure that SARP implementation is better harmonized
globally so that all States have access to the significant socio-economic
benefits of safe and reliable air transport and can address safety, security
and emissions-related issues.
Background
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In 1944, delegates from 54 nations gathered in the Grand Ballroom of the
Stevens Hotel in Chicago at the invitation of the United States of America.
At this event, the participants concluded and signed the Convention on
International Civil Aviation, also known more popularly as the ‘Chicago
Convention’, the defining international agreement which has since permitted
the global civil aviation system to develop peacefully and in a manner
benefitting all peoples and nations of the world.
International Civil Aviation Day was established in 1994 as part of ICAO's
50th anniversary activities. In 1996, pursuant to an ICAO initiative and with
the assistance of the Canadian Government, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/51/33, which officially recognized 7
December as International Civil Aviation Day in the UN system.
The document recalled "that the preamble to the Convention states that the
future development of international civil aviation can greatly help to create
and preserve friendship and understanding among the nations and peoples of
the world."
Further, the General Assembly urged Governments as well as relevant
national, regional, international and intergovernmental organizations to take
appropriate steps to observe International Civil Aviation Day.
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