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United Nations
World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought
17 June 2019
"Let's grow the future together."
Desertification, land degradation and drought are major threats affecting
millions of people worldwide, particularly women and children. Every year, the
world loses 24 billion tons of fertile soil.
This year’s 25th anniversary of the adoption of the landmark Convention to
Combat Desertification on 17 June provides an opportunity to celebrate the
progress made on sustainable land management and recognize the
imperative of combating desertification as part of the global efforts to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals.
Protecting and restoring land – and better using it – can reduce forced
migration, improve food security, spur economic growth, and help address
the global climate threat. Nature-based solutions can make agriculture more
sustainable and profitable. The Secretary-General’s Climate Action Summit
on 23 September, which aims to boost ambition and accelerate action to
implement the Paris Agreement, will provide a platform to advance these
solutions to combat desertification.
The theme for the 2019 World Day to Combat Desertification is "Let's grow
the future together."
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’s MESSAGE
“Desertification, land degradation and drought are major threats affecting
millions of people worldwide, particularly women and children.
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Twenty-five years ago, 197 Parties adopted a landmark Convention aimed at
mobilizing global action.
Yet much remains to be done.
Every year, the world loses 24 billion tons of fertile soil.
And dryland degradation reduces national domestic product in developing
countries by up to 8 per cent annually.
We must urgently change such trends.
Protecting and restoring land – and better using it – can reduce forced
migration, improve food security and spur economic growth. It can also help
us to address the global climate emergency.
On this World Day, let us recognize the imperative of combating
desertification as part of our efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals. “ Thank you.
Video message: https://trelloattachments.s3.amazonaws.com/56741a02bbfc6bbab77c92d3/5cffc07eba26
8a5948069fec/12b120c96a0ef5c5da532393b306d987/MSG_SG_World_Des
ertification_Day_04_JUN_19_CLEAN.mp4

Resources:
• Websites: https://www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday and
https://www.unccd.int/actions17-june-world-day-combatdesertification/celebrate-2019wdcd
•
•

Hashtag: #2019WDCD

Message of Ibrahim Thiaw, Executive Secretary of UNCCD:
http://bit.ly/2WIMEys
______________________
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FAO
PRESS RELEASE

FAO organizes IPC Acute Malnutrition Training
and Analysis Workshop
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in close collaboration with the
IPC Technical Working Group, UNICEF/Nutrition Working Group, as well as
relevant government organizations organized the IPC Acute Malnutrition
Training and Analysis Workshop for Drought Affected Areas of Sindh and
Balochistan that took place in Karachi from 20 – 26 May 2019.
Pakistan faces the challenge of poverty, food insecurity, high acute
malnutrition, and regular occurrence of natural disasters such as droughts
and floods. Most areas of the Sindh and Balochistan provinces are arid, and
evidence in the past two decades shows that the incidence of drought is
becoming increasingly frequent in Balochistan and Sindh, with substantial
consequence upon food security, health, and nutrition in particular of rural
population.
Currently, the percentage of acute malnourished (Wasted) children under the
age of five in Pakistan is 17.7 percent, with 23.3 percent in Sindh and 18.9
percent in Balochistan. The number of underweight1 children in Sindh is 41.3
percent, and in Balochistan 31.0 percent. Overall, prevalence of
undernourishment at the national level2 is 20.5 percent; with 22 percent of the
population in Sindh, and 40 percent of the population in Balochistan being
undernourished3.
The recent Balochistan Drought Needs Assessment conducted in 14 drought
affected districts in Balochistan in January 2019 reveals that overall, 74
percent of the surveyed households are moderately or severely food
insecure, whereas 22 percent are severely food insecure. The findings of
Sindh Drought Needs Assessment (SDNA) conducted in eight drought
affected districts in October 2018 shows that overall, 71 percent of the
surveyed households are moderately or severely food insecure, whereas 32
percent are severely food insecure. FAOR Pakistan said it is important,
considering the increased frequency of droughts and flash floods, to
understand how severe the situation is, and to provide decision makers with a
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rigorous analysis identifying how many people are most food unsecure and
where.
The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) is used for
classifying the severity and magnitude of food insecurity. The IPC Acute tool
is valued for its role in pulling together relevant data and assessments on
food security through a collective analytical process with clearly articulated
and accessible results.
FAO collaborated with the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation
and Coordination, Ministry of National Food Security and Research,
Provincial Disaster Management Authority, Provincial Health and Planning
Departments, Provincial Bureaus of Statistics, UN agencies and international
and local NGO’s for the event, which were also a part of the analysis
workshop. Nutritionists carried out the analysis, and food security, health, as
well as WASH experts were included to provide inputs to ensure these
sectors are also taken into account.
The IPC AMN analysis workshop was organized for the 14 drought affected
districts of Balochistan, namely, Pishin, Killa Abdullah, Chaghi, Kacchi,
Loralai, Washuk, Panjgur, Kech, Gwadar, Dera Bugti, Awaran, Nushki, Jhal
Magsi and Kharan, and 7 drought affected districts of Sindh , namely,
Tharparkar, Umerkot, Sanghar, Jamshoro, Dadu, Badin and Qambar
Shahdadkot.The analysis for both current and projection periods was
conducted.
The training and analysis workshop enhanced the technical capacity of
government officials and other participants. The IPC team based in Pakistan,
led by FAO will provide support to finalize the write up on IPC Acute
Malnutrition analysis for the above mentioned drought affected districts and
report will be disseminated in July 2019.

References:
1. National Nutrition Survey 2018)
2. Food Security Analysis report 2015-16
3. State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2018
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