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Government of Gilgit-Baltistan and UNDP sign an
agreement to initiate work to avert risks of
dangerous glacial lake outburst floods in Northern
Pakistan
31 May 2019, Islamabad—To implement the Glacial Lake Outburst Flood
Risk Reduction in Northern Pakistan Project (GLOF II), the Government of
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) signed a Letter of Agreement (LoA) today. The LoA was signed by
Mr. Syed Abrar Hussain, Additional Chief Secretary (Development)/Secretary
P&DD Gilgit-Baltistan and Mr. Ignacio Artaza, Resident Representative a.i.,
UNDP. The LoA aims to strengthen coordination between the two parties and
facilitate the implementation of activities as approved by the Project Steering
Committee.
Mr. Ignacio Artaza, recalling his recent visit to several glaciers in Hunza,
expressed his concern about the potential impact on local communities of
glacial melting, underscoring the need to fast-track work on the ground,
including the procurement and installation of sensors for early warning
purposes.
The project will set-up early warning systems and automated weather
stations to mitigate the impact of GLOFs. It also focuses on building small
scale GLOF risk reduction infrastructure as well as promotion of water
efficient and risk-informed farming technologies for the local communities.
More than half of the project beneficiaries will be women.
Various studies suggest the existence of over 3,044 lakes as a result of
melting glaciers in the Gilgit-Baltistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa of which 36
are considered hazardous, putting some 7.1 million people at risk. Led by
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Pakistan’s Ministry of Climate Change, with support from UNDP and funding
support from the Green Climate Fund (GCF), the project targets the most
vulnerable rural communities in the high-altitude regions of Gilgit-Baltistan
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. GB having a greater share of the glaciers of the
country is more prone to said disasters which is why of the total 15 target
districts, work will commence in 10 districts of GB.
Media contact: Ayesha Babar at ayesha.babar@undp.org or +92 (51) 835
5650
UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that
can withstand crisis, and drive and sustain the kind of growth that improves
the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in nearly 170 countries and
territories, we offer global perspective and local insight to help empower lives
and build resilient nations.
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